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Poetry Division

Austin Region

Isel Jimenez (LASA High School)

Peace Sabibo (Lively Middle School)
Dallas Region

Vivian Liang (Lake Highlands High School)
MK =241

Ghania Ewelike (Richardson High School)
Houston Region

Emma Wang (William P. Clements High
School)

Johanna Wen (Bellaire High School)

San Antonio Region

Narah Monreal (Churchill High School) /1
A& ML

Lauren Tippin (Boerne Samuel V Champion
High School) M K& 31
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Haiku Division

Austin Region

Chaitanya Ghatty (LASA High School)
A=3MU

Malia Walewski (McCallum High School)
Dallas Region

Ivy Nguyen (Berkner High School)

Aidan Blevins (The Colony High School)
Houston Region

Sarah Vu (William P. Clements High
School) K& i

Dilara Muslu (Bellaire High School)

San Antonio Region

Aidan Sisneros (Johnson High School)
Sidney UyTesy (Johnson High School) M
Ae21Mu

High School Free Speech Division
Austin Region

Elena Mouer (LASA High School)
Mandala Pham (LASA High School)
Dallas Region

Shaina Albert (Richardson High School)
Catharine Day (Richardson High School)
Houston Region

Hayagreev Jayaram (Bellaire High School)
MK =31

Brian Huynh (Bellaire High School)

San Antonio Region

Elianna Moore (Johnson High School) 1 X
2 1M
Leeza Mushtaq (Johnson High School)

Free Speech College/University Division
Austin Region

Gavin Wurm (University of Texas at Austin)
Ella Barton (University of Texas at Austin)
Dallas Region

Matthew Ho (Baylor University) M K& | i
Rolani Pannullo (Texas Christian University)
MK =3I

Houston Region

Yanyu Zhong (Rice University) M K& 24
Xianglong Gao (Rice University)

San Antonio Region

Jacob Makalena (University of Texas at San
Antonio)

Michaela Mendez (San Antonio College)
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TEFHIAKMAKZ
Brayden Vargas-Calderon

Designing 7/L Y.K% was a very fun
and creative experience, providing
many opportunities to incorporate
symbolism in his design, character,
and other traits.

To start with, I chose an armadillo
as the mascot animal because of its
connection to Texas as well as its
round shape, which I felt fit the
concept of a W5FvS very well. I
decided that the W5 ¥ +5 would be
a samurai-like warrior to represent
the determination of students to
study Japanese and to reflect how,
just like many Texas students are
choosing to expand their
perspective and learn about a new
language and culture, 7/L<? K% is a
Texas armadillo that became a
Japanese warrior.

T7ILR K%’ s equipment also
provided an opportunity to apply
symbolism. He uses a pencil as a
weapon instead of a sword because
his quest, and that of students
learning Japanese, is one of
knowledge.
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His armor, both natural (as an
armadillo) and worn, provides him
with the ability to be dealt a blow
and still carry on. Similarly, learning
a language is a difficult task;
whether in learning the phonology,
grammar, or vocabulary of a new
language, almost every language
learner will encounter some
difficulty. The ability to encounter
these roadblocks and work to
overcome them, rather than admit
defeat, is an essential skill for
students of Japanese.

Finally, 7/L<¥K%’s cowboy
hat/kabuto helmet, a combination of
two different
cultures, reflects
the cooperation
and connection
between cultures
that every
student of
Japanese
contributes to
and participates
in, from
beginners to
fluent speakers. This cultural
exchange enriches the diversity of
ideas and perspectives in both
cultures and equips students to act
as global citizens in an increasingly
connected world.
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2. Ten Years On, Honoring the Memory of
Great East Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami Webinar
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Admire his continuing effort of
"storytelling".

Thank you for sharing your story. You have
changed how I view my own life and how I
can help those around me.
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Thank you very much for sharing your
story. It was very moving. JRD3D $ILFE
Z/ f:’o

I was very moved by your speech's emphasis
on togetherness and how people of different
backgrounds can come together to support
each other.

While sad and tragic, Mr. Sato's webinar
brought hope and assured that life is
important. I am glad that I was able attend.
My prayers for those who lost their lives
from the earthquake/ tsunami. Thank you.

Thank you so much for sharing your story!
Your courage and passion for life are
inspiring. I hope to lead my life in the ways
you described. Thank you again!

Thanks for sharing your story and your
efforts despite your personal loss, you're a
hero.

Thank you for sharing your story. It was so
sad to here what you had to go through, but
also inspirational. Despite the hardships
you faced, you pushed through and decided
to make change in your community. You are
a very inspirational man and I thank you for
the life lessons you taught us today.
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When I design my lesson plans and tasks, I plan
to think how I can increase students' intrinsic
motivations.

This workshop provided us with an opportunity
to rethink and reevaluate our course designs,
which facilitates developing life long learners of
Japanese language and culture.

I learned that a detailed analysis of student
motivation can provide interesting insights into
their study habits and opinion of the course. |
would like to analyze my student's motivation
over four years as I see my students progress
through the program and try to foster an
introspective look at their studies and habits.

I want to apply the three factors for SDT that 1
learned today to everyday lesson, not just to
major projects.
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Inter-College Japanese Language Table
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Baylor University, Texas A & M, University of
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Anime/Manga, Game Fans, Music and Karaoke
Fans, Fashion and Cool Japan, Food and Travel
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“It was fun to talk about things you are
interested in with students from other schools.”
“Was very fun and I liked being able to use my
Japanese with various people, I liked the
breakout topic rooms as well.”

“It was really fun! Maybe it would have been a
little more fun if there were prompts within the
different groups that we could follow in order to
spur more conversation.”
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All Saints’ Episcopal School
William Matsuzaki 5& 4

I was born in Los
Angeles and went to
college in Minnesota
(Carleton College),
where I really began
to take interest in
learning Japanese.

Although I grew up speaking Japanese at
home, outside of it, I didn’t speak Japanese.
The professors there drew my interest and I
started teaching Japanese at a private school in
Baltimore, where I stayed for 16 years
teaching middle school Japanese, coaching
tennis and cross country. I also ran an
exchange program with Gakushuin High
School for 10 years and started an exchange
with Rikkyo. I then stepped into the role of
middle school principal at another school in
Maryland, where I also taught middle school
Japanese, and I'm currently the Dean of
Curriculum at All Saints’ Episcopal School in
Fort Worth where I oversee the curriculum for
Early Childhood through 12th grades,
professional development, and diversity
work. I started a one semester Japanese
elective class this year for high school
students and love teaching Japanese.

My hobbies include playing tennis and
running.

I am looking forward to get to explore Texas
more. This is only my third year at this school,
so things are relatively new. I am excited to
get to know other Japanese teachers.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-hEj2u0aCU

This is a collaborative project among Texas schools that offer Japanese language education. 199
students from 16 universities and high schools in Texas participated.
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