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"Inspiration is the action or power of moving
the intellect or emotions to a high level."
This newly created award celebrates Texas
Japanese language learners whose efforts
inspire and motivate others to excel in their
own pursuits in the study of Japanese. The
recipient of the inaugural JTAT Inspiration
Award went to Shaina Albert for her
perseverance, dedication and determination
to overcome challenges, and most
importantly, for serving as a role model to
give hope and inspiration to others.(JASH™
7Y c&DE|A)
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JAPAN EXCHANGE AND
TEACHING PROGRAM

Dear Members of the Japanese Teachers
Association of Texas,

I am Matthew Klein, the JET Program and
MEXT Scholarship coordinator at the
Consulate-General of Japan in Houston. I'm
very pleased for this opportunity to offer a
message about the JET Program to you, as
JTAT members have greatly contributed to
the success of the program at all stages from
advertising the application to conducting the
final interviews. Thank you for your gracious
support.

Today I would like to share information that
goes beyond the general facts available on
our US program website,
https://jetprogramusa.org/. I hope that this

information clarifies the status of the
program and gives you helpful tips to share
with your students.

COVID Recap

The 2020 JET Program experienced
unprecedented challenges as a result of the
pandemic. While the application and
interviews passed normally, the sudden shift
in the spring brought uncertainty and
confusion. JET participants experienced a
frustrating pattern of waiting for travel
restrictions to ease, followed by preparing for
departure, only to encounter renewed border
closures in response to new variants of
COVID. While the 2020 JETs waited for their
chance to depart, the 2021 Program cycle
soon approached and brought applications,
remote interviews and results for a new
cohort of JETs. In the end, a combined 2020
and 2021 group of 83 JET participants—the
largest Houston JET group ever—successfully
departed to Japan on October 23, 2021. This
year we are running smoothly on the normal
program timeline, but no matter what occurs,
we will work through it with the goal of safely
sending JET participants at the earliest
opportunity.

JET Trends and Application Advice

Now I would like to share developing trends
in JET and review application advice. In
general, the program is becoming more
competitive as candidates become better
informed and prepared for the application
and interview. While the number of
candidates with study abroad experience has
declined with the pandemic, there has been a
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notable increase in the number of candidates
reporting TEFL certificates and experience
self-studying Japanese.

Though these data points are novel, the keys
to the application remain the same: to be a
strong candidate, applicants should develop a
strong career-related purpose for JET, study
Japanese language and culture in University
courses, get teaching experience and
qualifications, and make sure their
recommendation letters are very positive and
show good knowledge of their abilities.

For the interview phase, applicants should
understand that their performance in the 20-
minute interview will determine the final
result of their candidacy. The strongest
candidates are those who present a balanced
image as both an authentic, engaged
individual and as a competent teacher. I
highly recommend that candidates workshop
not only their answer content, but also their
delivery and presence.

I hope this information serves you and your
students well. If you have any questions or JET-
related requests, please contact me by email at
JETcoord@ho.mofa.go.jp. I can also provide
information about MEXT Scholarships, and
connect you with our Cultural Affairs
coordinator to arrange school visits and or
requests to borrow materials from our
collection of Japanese cultural items. Thank you
again for this opportunity and your ongoing
support.

Matthew Klein

JET Program & MEXT Scholarship Coordinator
Consulate-General of Japan in Houston

909 Fannin St. Suite 3000 | 2 Houston Center |
Houston, TX 77010

Tel: (713) 652-2977 ext. #2114 | Fax: (713)
651-7822
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L) CHEERRFREGFITATIEES) T, 21
kJLIE TApplying AP Japanese Standards to
the Classroom] TL7co £—EBTI
Advanced Placement(AP)D BRI, 5288 Tl
APERFBZENT R 77T ET 1. $E380
TIFAPEANDL v AV TS 0% BALTULE
EEFE LT, BREARXKFETOHAXEIEEDE
WPAPHERDEFD IV R L. ERKRVKEA
Tl7 BMEIF21ET. ARIFKFZOHE
65%. BROBE3I5%TLz TL1U7
T RIL—LTIFAPEAND YT YR, AP
BRORMRAEREZZ LEWE L e 77
—rEIZFEIFTL 4B T, UTOLSGREREZ
FETWEEF LT
e [Ilearned] how to understand AP test
goals, how to approach and plan lesson
to help students be successful on AP
exam. I also learned from other teachers
what their struggles are and what they do
to deliver their lessons. I would like to
give my students more practice
opportunities for speaking and writing. I
also liked to be able to learn what

TCo

e This was the first time to learn about AP in

detail. It's wonderful to see all the ways that
the two presenters teach and encourage
their students to continue learning and get
them ready for the exam. I would like to use
some of the methods they shared with us.
As for the contents specific to AP, the newly
gained knowledge will help me when I talk
with students who come with AP credits.
RKEDOEREFH S, ERERTADKRT PR
FOABRZHEWVWT2DIEHT. KEEE
BRET L o DEEFTNED L SICAP
BEZINTVSED. EDOKIICITUTIL
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LT E DERIEG D 5 XADEE R EIFT SIS
FERASETWEREE XY, REXFEDAERFH
BYSRAT—UDEBIE. ERFEEHEOEELE
L TRBHICEID AN TVLELLVWEER > TV
F9,

What can your students do?
AP 4th Year Japanese vs. College 2nd Year

AP 4th Year:
Whalistic skill
Speak mere than
college (?)

Lower placemeant,

College 2nd Year:
Accuracy

Fluency
Pre-decided content to
teach with textbook
grammar, varying by
college

but varies by college
and score

Cultural content by
theme

students learn at the college level.

o FAIERTHAFFEZHITLBDT, K
FTHEICAT-NTWVWAEREFDOHED
A5 CEHHERT. REEERERTL

Breakout rooms ~10m
Present findings from
group discussion ~5m
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AP Class Goal
1. APHRICEBTSEFENE DTS,
2. APBESELT, JOo—-NIltSIicE=Z5HhENRS,

College Goal
1. Understand a wide variety of grammar and terms.

2. Accurate communication abilities in spoken or
written contexts. Kanji comprehension is important.

SEIETF T IAMNUMD S DEMED Z L.
ADIAM. TR, /—280O54
FMNABCICEFEOREANSML T LTV
Fllo 77— rEIZEEIZFLTR (KED
HE77%. BROHE13%. ZDM10%)
T, RETCICBETHEVZVARE L DE]
EHE<EENFE LT ZOMDEIZIZUT
DEH T,

CCBIZ4&#HMTY 2EEINA IO TV
MCDOWTEUF LT, 92 <HEBEERWV
HDT. BIMTITHEHICEN DT
ER

e I would like to implement the project we

created during the hands-on time in my
actual classes. This type of project can
provide students opportunities to
learn/observe/analyze the language use
in everyday life.

o HicDEIZREMFAL. £ER/IBICEEZ
HoTITHIBEEUZZEXSHEB L
DTITBHABRTLT,

e I might try to integrate these signs on the
streets in Japan with a theme of each
chapter along with critical thinking
strategy.

o SEIDIIN—T T2 T7I9T14ET
HEREBOFHPICRESEBo>TVE
o BADPBEITVWBHERT I —TTE
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N1 S—REZOHBFBOFEEDS Y TETH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DISQEd-
5Bso

BEESYIETH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=EUnrLa1DLhc&t=435s

o MARTL

Inter-College
Japanese Language Table
6-7 PM, Tuesday, March 1st

- |

12h L EF DR
INTER-COLLEGE JAPANESE
LANGUAGE TABLE

MEFHRIC G = HEFHE D Inter-College Japanese
Language Table (1 > L EFDERE) HB
EIhFE Lz CNIIRETTFHIMDE6D
DAKZE (Baylor University, Texas A&M,
University of Texas at Austin, North Texas
University, Rice University, University of
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlSQEd-5Bso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlSQEd-5Bso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUnrLa1DLhc&t=435s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUnrLa1DLhc&t=435s
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e I hope there are more of these types of
events in the future. It's a great way to
bring together those who have common
interests and wish to learn about each
other's culture.

e Today's Ocha no Jikan was very fun! I
enjoyed meeting new people and talking
about the topics together.

1AL EROEEISIFTFICOIREEDHE
MFETT, L:ED6KFEUIIDKZEDEN
HUTIALTY! B—RoSinic CHEK
NHB3FIEA—ILTITELEFET L,
Yuko_Prefume@baylor.edu
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MY EXPERIENCE ON ACTFL
2021 VIRTUAL CONVENTION

Many thanks to ACTFL registration
scholarship from JTAT, that I was able to
attend my first ACTFL convention, which was
held virtually on November 19 - 21, 2021.
This conference was full of learning and
interaction with so many amazing language
educators from around the world sharing
their knowledges and experiences.

I have been teaching online classes since
2017, in my perspective, the biggest
challenge is how to promote students’
engagement, collaboration and effectiveness
in an online language class. At the ACTFL
2021 convention, I was enlightened by many
presentations which gave me insights on how
to convey contents effectively and facilitate
students’ engagement by using virtual
technology and other platforms, etc. For
instance, I have learned a lot from [Gameful
Language Lesson Design to Engage Students
and Promote LearningJ , which was
presented by Prof. Mira Angrist and Prof.
Amber Navarre from Boston University. They
shared their classroom examples, strategies
and tools, hands-on practices, and student
feedback to create learning games and
incorporate gameful elements to language
lessons to achieve the desired learning
outcomes. During this semester, I have
adopted some of teaching strategies and
tools they introduced, such as Kahoot, Quizizz
and Jamboard, and so on. It’s evident that the
gameful lesson design indeed helps my

students to be more engaged and more
motivated.

In an online language course, it's important
for the students to be involved in a union and
mature communication environment. So, my
another interest would be focusing on how to
design and implement interpersonal activities.
In my online class, I have established
discussion boards and added the video projects
on Flipgrid, which was also employed by many
presenters in the conference. For example, the
students were asked to make a self-
introduction video in Japanese in the first week
on Flipgrid. Then they could watch each other’s
videos and make comments via the video
format. Considering some students may be
camera-shy in speaking, students were allowed
to turn their Flipgrid assignments on audio
recording format instead of video. This
methodology made the class more collaborative
and facilitated more dynamic interaction.
Another highlight of this convention was how to
make cute Japanese onigiri with ACTFL
President Jessica sensei and Executive Director
Howie Berman'’s children. Furthermore, they
introduced the “Onigiri Action” campaign to
attract attendees to join the activity of making
Onigiri. My students had participated in “Onigiri
Action 2021”. I shared in our class onigiri video
link during the event.

Overall, it has been an exclusive experience
during ACTFL 2021 convention. It offered
informative sessions on a variety of topics,
which helped language educators from all over
the world to be able to promote their students’
collaboration.

I look forward to attending ACTFL 2022
Convention!


https://youtu.be/XpBfuo2nGIY
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Welcome to JTAT!
MEE48N

My name is Ikuko Fujiwara-Jodlowski and I
have recently joined JTAT. As the Education
and Language Programs Coordinator at the
Japan-America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth, I
coordinate cultural programs, design
curriculums, and teach Japanese. I am
actually quite new to the field of Japanese
teaching, but I have over 20 years of
experience teaching. My academic
background is in TESOL and Composition
which began with earning a Master’s degree
in TESOL. I have taught Japanese, ESOL and
college composition courses at various
colleges in the U.S. My career has been
devoted to instruction and supporting student
success while promoting diversity and
inclusion in educational spaces. I am also
interested in cross-cultural/intercultural
understanding and guiding learners to use
language in empowering ways. Teaching is
definitely my passion, but I have recently
discovered the fun of designing curriculums,
and am working towards diversifying my
expertise.

The fun of teaching Japanese is my new-
found discovery as well!' I have lived the
majority of my life outside of Japan, and
teaching Japanese allows me to stay rooted in
my culture. As a Japanese mother of two
toddlers who will likely go through the

American eduéatl ‘te, I reazed ho
important it is for me to stay in touch with my
culture so my children are well-informed and
aware of their Japanese identity. I am,
therefore, very happy where I am now with my
career at the Japan-

America Society and teaching Japanese, as it
serves both my personal and professional
needs.

During my free time, I enjoy outdoor activities
with my family from a simple walk to hiking,
camping, and visiting hot springs! Yes, Onsen!
We have recently moved to Idaho, and there are
wonderful hot springs here that we cannot get
enough of. It is one thing, besides family, that I
truly miss from Japan so moving to Idaho has
filled that void for me.

I also enjoy being able to connect with other
educators of Japanese through JTAT. I really
appreciate the warm and supportive culture of
JTAT, and am looking forward to possible future
collaborations and engaging in interesting
discussions on Japanese instructions.



TFLA FALL CONFERENCE PRESENTERS
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Implicitly Integrating Japanese Culture Into Daily Practices
and Lessons

Yuka Kato, Johnson High School

David Shimizu, Lee High School

Comparison of Teaching Private and Class Online Lessons
Junko Hatanaka, The University of Texas at Austin

Learning from Mistakes in Era of Virtual Exchange and
Collaborative Learning
Yoshiko Fujii, Baylor University

Developing a new event collaborating with a community
organization

Yuki Waugh, Texas A&M University

Naoko Ozaki, Rice University

Benefits of In Class Short Extensive Reading Time
Chikako Cooke, The University of Texas at Austin

Teaching Japanese Honorifics (Keigo) and Culture Through
Interviews (from basic to advanced)
Miwako Ichikawa, Middlebury College

The book cart to the world of magic: Diverse students’ views
through Tadoku
Yayoi Takeuchi, University of North Texas

A report of business Japanese class using PBL.
Makiko Fukuda, University of Texas at San Antonio

Save the date!

20224 Texas Foreign
Language Association Fall
Conferenceld. 10H21HH'5
22H £ TT. Marriott Dallas Allen
& Watters Creek Convention
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