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JAPAN EXCHANGE AND
TEACHING PROGRAM

Dear Members of the Japanese Teachers
Association of Texas,

Greetings! I am Matthew Klein, the JET
Program and MEXT Scholarship coordinator
at the Consulate General of Japan in
Houston. Thank you for this opportunity to
share information about our programs.

2023 JET Information

With 82 shortlisted candidates, the 2023 JET
cohort is the largest ever for our consulate.
Of the 82 selected JETs, 44 attended a
university that had at least one instructor
belonging to JTAT. We are honored to have
so many candidates from Texas and
Oklahoma representing our region in Japan,
and we are looking forward to their continued
contributions to U.S.-Japan relations after
they complete their term on the program.

Thank you for your part in fostering interest
in Japan and the JET Program in your local
communities.

Formats of Future Activities

Our activities will use both in-person and
virtual methods based on effectiveness. For
the 2023 JETSs, our orientation and Q&A
programming will remain virtual to serve the
many JETs who are unable to gather in
Houston for training workshops. On the other
hand, our departure reception will return to
an in-person format for the first time since
2019.

For the 2024 JET recruiting period, we plan to
visit major cities in Texas and Oklahoma for
large university fairs and information
sessions. If logistics or scheduling prevent us
from visiting directly, we can offer online
information sessions, or sponsor
presentations by JET alumni in your area.

Tips for Applicants and Recommenders

In order to achieve the mission of providing
effective employees and cultural
ambassadors to local governments and
prefectures in Japan, the JET Program carries
out a thorough selection process. If your
students taking language courses would like
to improve their applications, I recommend
they expand to additional activities, such as
taking culture or history courses,
volunteering with Japanese organizations, or
practicing a cultural hobby.

We also pay close attention to the
recommendation letters you write. Very
positive letters that show personal knowledge
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of an applicant are often able to push them
through to the interview stage. On the
opposite end of the spectrum, a negative
recommendation letter can be used to
directly notify the JET selection committee
about a concerning candidate at the early
application stage.

MEXT Japanese Studies Scholarship

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to
publicize our Japanese Studies MEXT
Scholarship. This annual scholarship is open
to current undergraduate students majoring
in Japanese language or culture fields. The
application period opens in early winter.
Successful candidates are sent to Japan for a
one-year period from September or October
to study either culture or language at a
university. The scholarship offers a living
allowance, full tuition, and airfare to and from
Japan. For the full details, please see the
Government Scholarships section of our
Consulate website or contact me directly.

I hope this information serves you well. For
any JET, MEXT, or Consulate questions,
please contact me by email at
JETcoord@ho.mofa.go.jp. Thank you again

for this opportunity and your ongoing
support.

Matthew Klein

JET Program & MEXT Scholarship Coordinator
Consulate-General of Japan in Houston

Tel: (713) 652-2977 ext. #2114
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MESSAGE FROM JASDFW

Mark your Calendars for the beginning of
November! The Japan-America Society of
Dallas Fort Worth is hard at work bringing
one of the most acclaimed High School
Competitions for Japanese Teachers here to
North Texas. Having visited the National
Japan Bowl held this year at the University of
Maryland, we were inspired to bring a
regional competition to North Texas. Of
Course, Students from all across the great
state of Texas are welcome to join and
compete. JASDFW is partnering with the
University of Texas at Dallas to hold this
inaugural competition on their campus and
make it a Saturday students will remember.

The competition works like this: Teams of
three from many different schools are
sponsored by a teacher to study for the
competition. On the day of, students will all
participate in a preliminary round consisting
of 50 questions. What are these questions
about? Japan, of course! Questions cover
Japanese Language, Culture, History,
Geography, Literature, Politics, and more!
The three teams to score the highest in the
preliminary round will begin the afternoon
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Championship Round, where they will compete
live with a buzzer system for the title of 2023
North Texas Japan Bowl First, Second, and Third
Place. This might sound like extra work for
teachers, but the good news is everything is
prepared by JASDFW. All you have to do is get
your students excited to study about Japan and
work with your local school to get the students
to the University of Texas at Dallas in November!
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If you have any questions about this competition,
XDI-ODFHAETAESHEEICHRD FL T
2020F ICJTATCC DERmwmZE N— R LicA

or would like information to give to your students
and a form to give to your principal, please email

rebecca@jasdfw.org. (HZ<3E0K)
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WELCOME BACK TO TEXAS!
INTRODUCTION OF RETURNING MEMBER
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2) Itotally enjoyed the workshop and learned
a lot. There was a hands-on group activity and I
liked it to see how other experienced teachers
handle the tasks.

3) Everything covered in the workshop was
very informative. I appreciated the fact that we
learned practical ideas that can be applied
easily to our own instruction and Takami sensei
created many idea sharing opportunities. To
me, how to address DEI in the beginning level
will be especially useful.

4) A LTEECBLARBRC-EER Z
Px7LT. BEROZ A5 EEICEAT
BB CPEEDREZTBL ELE2EDER
D TRIHENVNMCEETHEINBHLFL
Tco 7—02 a3y AICBMLTEEICERET
LTco H2EZ L DITATORESICTSMIES
TEERM-TEB-oTVWET, WETERLE
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1. International Exchange in Basic
Languages: Activities for Exchange Partners
NH &F/REIBE/ AR ¥E/TL T 21—
X BF/MUBEF [HE

This textbook was created for Japanese and
international students to interact with each
other inside and outside the classroom. The
textbook facilitates activities and discussions
with exchange partners (for beginner to

s advanced level). It can be used not only in
Ritr-vo sk emueT Japanese but also in Japanese and English or
o E:“m"‘:;:“:“?:;"":im.m any other language combined, and in both
2] o ) face-to-face and online exchanges. This
o e textbook seeks to accomplish the following
o ° é::i;ﬁ:'m five objectives: 1. To guide students through
- discussions from familiar themes to social

https://www.jstage jst.go.jp/article/jlp/3/0/3 issues, 2. To allow students to choose

. . between face-to-face and online activities, 3.
_1/_article/-char/ja

To facilitate students' interactions using basic
language, multiple languages, and a variety of

COTF X MIERFE L ERFENEEE.
AP TRMITBBITERATBD D TER
o TFRAMZES ZCICEDRM/IN— b F
—C—HBICEBZE LD, TR Dy 3>
ZTBENTITFRY (WD S LARF TR
&) o BAEE/ZITTAL. HASC&EE.
HBWFEDMODEEZHEAEHOETZRRIC
bERFET, £heo AT ORRICHITR
LTVWET, COTFIMDHFBIFIXADS R
TYo OFERBT—INSHMEFTHEL

resources, 4. To provide examples and tips
for proactive interaction, and 5. To promote
learning through reflection. This textbook
can be used for conversation partner
programs, multicultural collaborative learning
courses, international exchange circle
activities, collaborations between multiple
classes, collaborative online international
learning (COIL), short-term Japanese
language programs, local Japanese classes,
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youth exchanges, etc.

2. TETEZXSHTHR]

Diving into Japanese Culture and Society
TL7a—-XBF/HNHRF/HEE [HE]

Lt oo LU

into .
=4

D

and S

‘5?
ﬁ’@#iﬁatﬁn

o o) :'l-:rz—.-w?-nw ElE

Fralrm - Bhvks fhorain s Hormpb T rn

B, F3¥-0E. N &5,
BLTHL.FELER REOALE

G

CALHEE

https://www.9640.jp/nihongo/ja/detail/?944

HEEBHBICEVWTEFAR—3 VZRTOD
ICEEREZED—DIC TREREHRDINEEE
B ( Content-Based Instruction) | M D F
¥, NAEROINEEHE) k. FEE
HEKEDHTEZAR (F—7) EZIBED
RTZEIEDNBHMMEIL TV AHETT,
TlE. EDEKSIBHRBZEIDEWVWS . £
N T8 MERLVWT—ID—DTIEAEW
heEXSNET, BERS. TR IFAM
DT, HEHRZZEMICHESZ CLHTES
2RO FET,

FERFCDESBIEZIFTZITERLE

Mgl & Tz 2R0ICEX B AERM
TY, BETIE M8l ICET35:AUD5H
LT, SETELHSREPHSREER

BELERIZ IOV TV hETV. REGE
L THARTEROAITNTVSFEAIREER
BFHE1E (Sustainable Development
Goals/SDGs) ICDWTHEZ ZHSHIRMHL
TLWEY,

“Content-Based Instruction” is a method of
improving language skills through the
process of learning content. So, what kind of
content should we choose? We believe that
“food” is one of the most appropriate themes.
Very few people have no interest in food! It is

an excellent topic for enjoyable language
learning because it is something we all relate
to as humans. With this topic, we can explore
many facets of Japanese society, starting with
preparation and ingredients, then connecting
it to various societal themes such as
geography, culture, history, media, health,
labor, education, gender, and more.

This Japanese language teaching resource
places both food and society at the heart of
learning. Each chapter begins with reading on
food followed by research and presentation
projects on various social phenomena and
issues. As a development exercise, the book
also provides an opportunity to consider
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) being
addressed around the world.
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