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It has been an honor and pleasure to get to know Ichikawa sensei through the
network of the Japanese teachers in Texas. Especially in the recent years she had
been very active in the JTAT. | know how hard she worked as a Japanese language
instructor, and she brought the same energy and dedication to JTAT. She always
responded to emails quickly, and she was often photographed with her students at
various events at the university or in the community, all the while driving across
Dallas to North Texas to attend her children’s school activities. She was always
curious about the craft of teaching Japanese and was always willing to take on new
challenges. She did all that with a big smile on her face. She gave so much so quickly
to her students and colleagues. Rest in peace, Ichikawa sensei. I'm sorry that | won't
be able to attend the memorial service, but Ichikawa sensei and her family will be in
my thoughts and prayers. May God’s peace be with you all in your sorrow.

Yoshiko Fujii Gaines
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Last October, the day before the TFLA conference, was the last time | saw Ichikawa Sensei.
The following day, she was scheduled to leave for Los Angeles to attend the Sakura Network
Leadership Workshop. Even in the midst of her busy schedule, as always, she kindly went to
Mitsuwa Marketplace to pick up donation items for JTAT, and afterward invited me to dinner at
“lzakaya Yamazushi” in Carrollton, which had provided the bento for the JTAT meeting, saying
that she wanted to stop by and thank them personally.

Our conversation began with Japanese language education and family, but before long, it
naturally turned to Fujii Kaze’s music, and the hours passed so quickly. | still remember the
passion with which she spoke about his extraordinary musical talent and the beauty and
precision of his lyrics, saying, “He truly is a genius.” Seeing that side of her — so animated and
deeply moved by music — made me feel that there was still so much more | wanted to know
about Ichikawa sensei.

Risa Ginther
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Angela Harris
Senior Lecturer of Japanese, University of North Texas
Treasurer, Japanese Teacher’s Association of Texas

| was privileged to meet Ichikawa sensei as a fellow instructor of Japanese in
December of 2018, and ever since, she has been my beloved colleague and my
good friend.

Sensei always believed in us—in me, in her colleagues, and in her students.
She truly had a gift for making you want to try harder, to be a better teacher,
a better language learner, a better friend, just by watching her example. She
made you want to live up to the person she knew you could be.

When her students would appear at our events, or stop by her office, or even
just greet her in the hall, | could tell how genuinely excited she was to see
them, how happy she was that they were studying Japanese and reaching out
to her. Students came to her office at all hours, asking for her advice and
insight, and she always received them with a smile, cheerfully calling their
name. At the end of almost every class, she was rushing to her office with an
armful of papers and a student in tow behind her. She remembered all their
troubles and their joys, and she brought her boundless positivity into their
lives. I’'ve heard so many times from students—"if it wasn’t for Ichikawa sensei,

| wouldn’t be studying Japanese.
Working with her as a TA made me believe | could be a teacher.”

| never would have done study abroad

29 G¢

without her.

As a colleague, too, she was the warmest and most caring person | have ever
worked with. She worked harder than anyone else. She was dedicated to doing
the job well, and so gentle and encouraging, and always thinking of others
first. She would always stop by my office with a mikan for me—although she
always said she couldn’t vouch for the taste, since the ones from Japan were
better. (Sensei, they were delicious every time). She was so hopeful and
optimistic about the things we were going to do together—the onigiri party
we were going to host, the study abroad program we were going to develop.
There were still so many things we were looking forward to doing with her.
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Sensei served as Vice President of JTAT from 2024-2025, and she worked just
as diligently at that as she did at everything else, going above and beyond
her duties in assistance with the Japanese Speech Contest, and her
advocacy for the future of Japanese language and culture education in Texas.

She loved Japanese, loved her students, and truly loved her family. Beneath a
layer of customary Japanese humility, | could always see her glowing with
quiet but definite pride when she spoke of her children, and what wonderful
young men and women they were growing up to be.

| consider myself truly blessed to have had the opportunity to know Ichikawa
sensei, and to have worked with her so closely. Few people have had the
chance to have a colleague like her—to make a friend with someone so kind,
warm, thoughtful, and compassionate. It breaks my heart, and all our hearts,
to have lost her—and far too soon. But she believed in us. | think what we can
do now is to live up to the people she knew we could be—in our love for our
families, our dedication to our students, our efforts to grow in our knowledge
and love of other cultures around the world. £4£. AHICEENETL 7=,
ZIER > DIRAT, BEEBEECLETY,
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| first met Ichikawa sensei at the TFLA conference held in Dallas. | still vividly
remember her warm smile when she said, “'m not very used to giving conference
presentations, but I'll do my best!”

After the conference, despite being tired herself, she kindly drove me to the
airport. During the drive, her husband happened to call, and | unexpectedly had
the chance to introduce myself to him over the phone. Even after the call ended,
she spoke so happily about him, saying, “My husband is such a sweet person.”
That moment has stayed with me ever since.

| also had the privilege of working with Ichikawa sensei through JTAT. She was
always positive, always smiling, and she naturally made everyone around her feel
warm and comfortable. She was truly a remarkable and inspiring person.

| am sure she is still watching over all of us from heaven with that same kindness
and warmth. May she rest in peace.

Yuka Kato NEISD/ Johnson High School
4
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| had the privilege of working with Ichikawa sensei each year in organizing the Dallas-
area Japanese Speech Contest. | also had the pleasure of seeing her at TFLA

conferences, where we always enjoyed talking together.

She gave her all both as a mother and as a teacher. | was always impressed by her
dedication and enthusiasm for Japanese language education. She asked many

thoughtful questions and approached everything with genuine passion and curiosity.

At the Dallas Speech Contest, she generously volunteered each year as our
photographer, and beginning two years ago, her husband joined her as well. | still
vividly remember the two of them volunteering side by side so warmly and cheerfully.

As her four children grew and became more independent, she had recently begun

taking on new challenges and opportunities as an educator.

On a personal note, she responded immediately to the survey from the “Food and

Society” teaching materials workshop held on April 18.

“| would like to use this textbook to teach a class on food culture. The many practical

examples were incredibly helpful. Thank you very much.”

| never imagined that these would be the last words | would receive from Ichikawa
sensei. Although | was not able to see her one last time, | will always treasure her

message in my heart.

Ichikawa sensei, thank you for the many warm moments and memories you shared

with us. | will never forget your smile.

May she rest in peace.
Yuko Prefume
Baylor Univesity
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In 2024, | had the privilege of serving with Ichikawa sensee as a JTAT officer
for one year. | still clearly remember seeing Ichikawa sensee at the Texas
State Speech Contest held in Houston in March 2024, where she attended
with her family. After the speech contest, we chatted briefly, and | took
family photos. As | photographed Ichikawa sensee standing alongside her
husband and their four children, | remember thinking what a beautiful family
they were. My heart breaks for her family at this difficult time

Ichikawa sensee was an incredibly kind person who treated everyone with
warmth and compassion. | could also always feel her deep passion for
Japanese language education. Even now, it is difficult to believe this loss.
May she rest peacefully and finally find time to rest. | offer my heartfelt
condolences, and | sincerely hope that her family will take good care of
themselves during this difficult time.

Hiromi Takayama
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Dear Professor Ichikawa,

| learned that even during the time of the Dallas Speech Contest, you were already
struggling with health issues. | had no idea, and | deeply regret that | was unable to offer
you even a few words of care and concern.

| first met you when you came to one of the Dallas district speech contest meetings. At
the time, you were teaching at TCU, and from your very first year, you encouraged your
students to participate in the contest. | still remember that one of your students won an
award and advanced to the state competition. | was so impressed by how dedicated you
were as an educator.

Every year afterward, when volunteer season came around, you would always say that
you wanted to finish the work during the school break, and you were always the first to
volunteer. Not only did you complete everything quickly, but your work was consistently
thoughtful, careful, and beautifully done. Your attention to detail helped me countless
times.

At the speech contests, your husband also warmly supported us as a photographer every
year. | look back now with deep gratitude for how both of you devoted yourselves to
supporting the students and our community.

You had even agreed to take over the volunteer work | had been handling for the speech
contest, and it still feels unreal that you are no longer with us.

You were not only passionate about Japanese-language education, but also a wonderful
mother and devoted wife who deeply cared for your family. When | think of all the
contributions and accomplishments that still lie ahead of you, | cannot help but feel the
unfairness and sorrow of such a loss coming far too soon.

| can only imagine the depth of grief your family, especially your husband, must be
experiencing. My heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with all of you during this difficult
time.

| am truly saddened that | cannot attend the memorial service and say goodbye to you in
person.

May you rest in peace.
Mihoko Nakashige Yamamura
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	IN MEMORIAM
	Miwako Ichikawa

	市川美和子先生を忍んで
	市川先生とは、2024年に同じ時期にJTATの役員となり、市川先生は大学、私は高校の副会長として2年間共に務めました。TFLAの学会、勉強会、スピーチコンテストなど、さまざまな行事を一緒に準備する中で、先生は皆を励まし、困ったときにはいつでも助けの手を差し伸べてくださいました。
	私が「先生、これでいいでしょうか」と尋ねると、先生は「あ、いいと思いますよ！」と、あの明るく優しい口調で背中を押してくださいました。いつも温かく寄り添ってくださる先生でした。 年末には、ニューズレターのための年間行事アンケートの取りまとめを一緒に行いました。昨年末、先生が２年間ご担当されたニューズレターについて、最後に編集を担当された号の編集後記に、「JTATニュースレターを通じて、先生方や関係者の皆様が日本語学習者やコミュニティのために行っている活動を広く伝え、記録として残すことができれば幸いです。」と書かれていました。先生のそのお言葉を通して、ニューズレターがどれほど大切な役割を持つものなのか、改めて気づかせていただきました。そのことへの感謝をお伝えしたことを、今でもよく覚えています。

	市川美和子先生を偲んで
	私が初めて市川先生にお会いしたのは、TFLA の秋の学会がダラス地区で行われた時です。その頃 TCU で教えていらっしゃった市川先生が JTAT に入会され、JTAT のセッションの後みんなでお昼を食べに行こうと言っていた時、さっとミニバンを出してくださいました。いつもご家族を乗せて身軽にあちこち運転されているんだなぁと思ったのを覚えています。ベイラーでビジネスフォーラムがあった時も TCU の学生さんを連れてウェイコーまで来てくださいました。ミドルベリーの修士プログラムを修了されてノーステキサス大学にお勤めになってからもいろいろなところで学生と一緒にボランティアされている姿をソーシャルメディアで拝見しました。そのフットワークの軽さ、笑顔でなんでもチャレンジしていらっしゃる精神を心から尊敬しています。UNT で日本語教師としてやりたいことを存分にやっていらしたのではと思います。きっと悔やまれるところも あるかと思いますが、いつもエンジョイされていたのですごく濃い教師生活を送られたと思います。どうぞゆっくり休んでください。温かいエネルギーを放つような存在を亡くされたご家族の方々に心よりお悔やみ申し上げます。 藤井 佳子
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	市川美和子先生を偲んで
	市川先生と初めてお会いしたのは、ダラスで開催されたTFLA学会でした。 「学会発表にはあまり慣れていないんです。でも、一生懸命頑張ります。」 と笑顔でお話しされていた姿が、とても印象に残っています。
	JTATを通してお仕事をご一緒させていただく機会もありましたが、市川先生はいつも前向きで、笑顔を絶やさず、その場にいる人たちを一瞬で温かい気持ちにしてくださる、本当に魅力あふれる素晴らしい先生でした。

	市川先生を偲んで
	市川先生とは、主にダラス地区のスピーチコンテストの運営を通じて、毎年ご一緒させていただいていました。また、TFLAの学会でもお目にかかるたびに、楽しくお話をさせていただいたことを思い出します。

	市川先生を偲んで
	市川美和子先生を忍んで
	市川先生と「日本語雑談会」でお話ししたことがある学習者や、日本人参加者の方々からメッセージが送られて来ましたので、皆さんと共有させてください。
	市川美和子先生へ
	市川先生とは 2024 年に一年間、一緒にJTAT の役員をさせていただきました。市川先生は、その 2024 年の三月にヒューストンで行われたテキサス州のスピーチコンテストに、ご家族の皆様と一緒にいらっしゃいました。スピーチコンテストが終わった 後、少し雑談をして、ご家族皆さんの写真を撮ったことをよく覚えています。四人のお子さんとご主人と市川先生、皆で並び、美しいご家族がいらっしゃるのだなと思いながら、お写真を撮りました。そのご家族のお気持ちを思うと、胸が痛みます。

	市川先生へ
	市川先生 ダラススピーチコンテストの頃には、すでにお体の不調を抱えていらしたのですね。私はまったく気づくことができず、何ひとつお気遣いの言葉も差し上げられなかったことが、悔やまれてなりません。 先生に初めてお会いしたのは、ダラス地区のスピーチコンテストのミーティングに来てくださった時でした。当時TCUにお勤めで、初年度から学生さんを参加させてくださり、その方が入賞して州大会に進まれたことをよく覚えています。なんて熱心な先生なのだろうと感心したものでした。

	市川先生へ
	Thank you, Ichikawa Sensei
	May you rest in peace.

